
Approaches to Teaching The Canterbury
Tales: A Comprehensive Guide with
Innovative Strategies and Lesson Plans
Geoffrey Chaucer's The Canterbury Tales is a beloved classic of English
literature, and it is a staple in many high school and college English
classrooms. However, teaching this long and complex work can be a
challenge, especially for students who are not familiar with Middle English.
This article provides a comprehensive guide to teaching The Canterbury
Tales, including innovative strategies, lesson plans, and approaches to
engage students and foster their understanding of this classic work of
literature.
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Before beginning to teach The Canterbury Tales, it is important to provide
students with some context about the work. This includes discussing the
historical and social context in which it was written, as well as the literary
conventions of the time. Students should be familiar with the concept of a
frame story, as well as the different types of medieval literature that are
represented in the tales.

Approaches to Teaching

There are a variety of different approaches to teaching The Canterbury
Tales. Some of the most common approaches include:

The chronological approach teaches the tales in the order in which
they appear in the manuscript. This approach is straightforward and
easy to follow, but it can be difficult for students to keep track of the
different characters and storylines.

The thematic approach groups the tales together by theme. This
approach can help students to see the different ways that Chaucer
explores themes such as love, religion, and social class.

The character-based approach focuses on the different characters in
the tales. This approach can help students to develop a deeper
understanding of the characters' motivations and personalities.

Innovative Strategies

In addition to the traditional approaches to teaching The Canterbury Tales,
there are also a number of innovative strategies that can be used to
engage students and foster their understanding of the work. Some of these
strategies include:



Using technology: There are a number of online resources that can
be used to teach The Canterbury Tales. These resources include
interactive timelines, character maps, and quizzes.

Creative writing: Students can write their own Canterbury tales or
create modern adaptations of the original tales.

Role-playing: Students can role-play the different characters in the
tales. This can help them to develop a deeper understanding of the
characters' motivations and personalities.

Field trips: If possible, take students on a field trip to a medieval
castle or village. This can help them to visualize the setting of the tales
and to better understand the historical context.

Lesson Plans

The following are some sample lesson plans that can be used to teach The
Canterbury Tales:

Lesson Plan 1: to The Canterbury Tales

This lesson plan provides an overview of The Canterbury Tales,
including the historical and social context in which it was written, the
literary conventions of the time, and the different types of medieval
literature that are represented in the tales.

Lesson Plan 2: The Prologue

This lesson plan focuses on the Prologue to The Canterbury Tales.
Students will read and analyze the Prologue, paying particular attention
to the characters of the pilgrims and the themes of the work.



Lesson Plan 3: The Knight's Tale

This lesson plan focuses on the Knight's Tale. Students will read and
analyze the tale, paying particular attention to the characters of
Palamon and Arcite, the theme of love, and the use of courtly language.

Lesson Plan 4: The Miller's Tale

This lesson plan focuses on the Miller's Tale. Students will read and
analyze the tale, paying particular attention to the characters of the
miller, the reeve, and the carpenter, the theme of social class, and the
use of humor.

Teaching The Canterbury Tales can be a challenging but rewarding
experience. By using a variety of innovative strategies and lesson plans,
teachers can engage students and foster their understanding of this classic
work of literature. The Canterbury Tales is a rich and complex work that can
teach students about history, literature, and the human condition.
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