
Drawing People Using Grids: A Step-by-Step
Guide by Giovanni Civardi
Drawing realistic people can be a daunting task, but it becomes much
easier with the help of a grid. A grid is a framework of horizontal and
vertical lines that you can overlay on your drawing surface to help you
accurately position and proportion your subject.

In this article, we will explore the grid method in detail, and we will learn
how to use it to draw people from scratch. We will cover everything from
setting up your grid to adding the finishing touches to your drawing.

Who is Giovanni Civardi?

Giovanni Civardi is a renowned artist and teacher who has developed a
unique grid method for drawing people. His method is based on the idea
that the human face and body can be broken down into a series of simple
shapes. Once you have identified these shapes, you can use the grid to
help you accurately position and proportion them.
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Civardi's method has been used by thousands of students around the world
to improve their drawing skills. His students have gone on to become
successful artists, illustrators, and animators.

The Benefits of Using a Grid

There are many benefits to using a grid when drawing people. Some of the
benefits include:

Accuracy: A grid can help you to accurately position and proportion
your subject. This is especially helpful when drawing complex poses or
foreshortened figures.

Proportion: A grid can help you to ensure that the proportions of your
drawing are correct. This is important for creating realistic-looking
figures.

Consistency: A grid can help you to create consistent results from one
drawing to the next. This is important for artists who want to develop a
recognizable style.

Speed: A grid can help you to speed up your drawing process. Once
you have set up your grid, you can quickly and easily block in the basic
shapes of your subject.

How to Use a Grid to Draw People

Now that we have discussed the benefits of using a grid, let's take a closer
look at how to use it to draw people.

Step 1: Set up your grid



The first step is to set up your grid. You can do this by using a pencil and
ruler to draw a series of horizontal and vertical lines on your drawing
surface. The lines should be spaced evenly apart.

Step 2: Identify the basic shapes

Once you have set up your grid, you need to identify the basic shapes of
your subject. These shapes will typically include the head, neck, torso,
arms, and legs.

Step 3: Block in the basic shapes

Once you have identified the basic shapes, you can use the grid to help
you block them in. To do this, simply draw a rough outline of each shape on
the grid.

Step 4: Add details

Once you have blocked in the basic shapes, you can start to add details.
This includes adding features to the face, clothing, and hair.

Step 5: Blend and shade

The final step is to blend and shade your drawing. This will help to create a
more realistic and three-dimensional look.

Tips for Using a Grid

Here are a few tips for using a grid to draw people:



Use a light touch: When drawing the grid, use a light touch so that
you can easily erase it later.

Make the grid large enough: The grid should be large enough so that
you have plenty of room to draw the basic shapes.

Don't rely too heavily on the grid: The grid is a tool to help you, but
don't rely too heavily on it. Once you have blocked in the basic shapes,
you can start to draw freehand.

Practice regularly: The best way to improve your drawing skills is to
practice regularly. The more you practice, the more confident you will
become at using a grid.

The grid method is a powerful tool that can help you to draw people more
accurately and realistically. By following the steps outlined in this article,
you can learn how to use the grid method to create beautiful and lifelike
drawings.

About the Author

Giovanni Civardi is a renowned artist and teacher who has developed a
unique grid method for drawing people. His method has been used by
thousands of students around the world to improve their drawing skills.
Civardi is the author of several books on drawing, including "The Grid
Method for Drawing People" and "The Art of Drawing People."
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