
Fueling China's Entry Into The Modern World
Order: 1860-1920

China's entry into the modern world order was a complex and multifaceted
process that spanned several decades. This paper examines the key
factors and forces that fueled China's modernization during the period from
1860 to 1920. These include the impact of Western imperialism, the rise of
nationalism, and the internal transformations that occurred within Chinese
society.
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Western Imperialism

The First Opium War (1839-1842) marked a watershed moment in China's
relations with the West. The war resulted in the Treaty of Nanking, which
ceded Hong Kong to Britain and opened five Chinese ports to foreign trade.
This treaty was followed by a series of other unequal treaties that granted
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Western powers extraterritorial rights and control over China's customs and
tariffs.

Western imperialism had a profound impact on China. It led to the opening
of China's economy to foreign goods and investment, which stimulated
economic growth but also led to the loss of Chinese control over its own
economic destiny. Western imperialism also led to the spread of Western
ideas and technologies, which had a transformative effect on Chinese
society.

The Rise of Nationalism

The humiliation of China by the Western powers led to a surge of
nationalist sentiment among the Chinese people. This nationalism was
expressed in a variety of forms, including the Taiping Rebellion (1850-
1864),the Boxer Rebellion (1899-1900),and the May Fourth Movement
(1919).

Nationalism played a key role in fueling China's modernization. It provided
a sense of unity and purpose to the Chinese people, and it inspired them to
seek ways to restore China's strength and independence. Nationalism also
led to the development of a modern Chinese state, which was essential for
China's entry into the modern world order.

Internal Transformations

In addition to external factors, China's modernization was also driven by a
series of internal transformations. These transformations included the
development of a modern education system, the rise of new social classes,
and the emergence of a modern Chinese intelligentsia.



The development of a modern education system was essential for China's
modernization. It provided the Chinese people with the skills and
knowledge they needed to participate in the modern world. The rise of new
social classes, such as the merchant class and the industrial working class,
also played a key role in China's modernization. These new classes
provided the economic resources and the social support for China's
transformation.

The emergence of a modern Chinese intelligentsia was also crucial for
China's modernization. The intelligentsia provided the intellectual
leadership for China's modernization, and it played a key role in the
development of new ideas and the formation of new social and political
institutions.

China's entry into the modern world order was a complex and multifaceted
process that was fueled by a combination of external and internal factors.
Western imperialism, the rise of nationalism, and the internal
transformations that occurred within Chinese society all played a key role in
shaping this process.

China's entry into the modern world order was not without its challenges.
China faced a number of obstacles, including the continued threat of
foreign invasion, the weakness of the Chinese state, and the social and
economic problems that plagued Chinese society. However, despite these
challenges, China was able to make significant progress towards
modernization during the period from 1860 to 1920.

China's entry into the modern world order had a profound impact on the
country. It led to the transformation of China's economy, society, and



politics. It also led to China's emergence as a major player on the world
stage.
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Don't Stop Thinking About the Music: Exploring
the Power and Impact of Music in Our Lives
Music is an intrinsic part of our human experience, a universal language
that transcends cultural boundaries and connects us all. It has the
power...
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Snowman Story Problems Math With Santa And
Friends
It's a cold winter day, and the snowmen are having a snowball fight! But
they need your help to solve these math problems to win. **Problem 1:**
Santa has 10...
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