Public Relations and the Politics of American
Environmentalism: A Historical Perspective

Public relations (PR) and environmentalism have a long and complex
relationship in the United States. PR has played a significant role in
shaping the politics of environmentalism, and environmentalism has in turn
influenced PR practices.

A Strategic Nature: Public Relations and the Politics of
American Environmentalism by James C. Scott

5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 3823 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled

Enhanced typesetting : Enabled

Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 310 pages
Lending : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
<
&

DOWNLOAD E-BOOK PDE

This article explores the historical relationship between PR and
environmentalism, examining how PR has shaped the politics of
environmentalism and how environmentalism has influenced PR practices.

The Early Years

The origins of PR in the United States can be traced back to the late 19th
century, when corporations began to hire press agents to manage their
relationships with the media. These press agents often used propaganda
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techniques to promote their clients' interests, and they played a key role in
shaping public opinion about environmental issues.

For example, in the early 20th century, the coal industry hired PR firms to
promote the use of coal and to downplay the environmental impacts of coal
mining. These PR campaigns were successful in shaping public opinion
about coal, and they helped to delay the passage of environmental
regulations.

The Environmental Movement

The environmental movement began to take shape in the United States in
the 1960s, and it quickly became a major political force. The environmental
movement raised awareness of the environmental impacts of
industrialization, and it led to the passage of a number of environmental
laws.

The environmental movement also had a significant impact on PR
practices. PR firms began to recognize the importance of environmental
issues, and they began to offer their clients environmental consulting
services. PR firms also began to develop new PR strategies to help their
clients address environmental concerns.

For example, in the 1970s, the PR firm Burson-Marsteller developed a PR
campaign for the chemical company Monsanto. The campaign was
designed to promote Monsanto's commitment to environmental protection,
and it helped to improve the company's public image.

The Reagan Era



The Reagan era was a difficult time for environmentalism. President
Reagan and his administration were skeptical of environmental regulation,
and they rolled back a number of environmental protections.

The Reagan administration also cut funding for environmental programs,
and it made it more difficult for environmental groups to participate in the
political process.

The Reagan era was a challenging time for PR firms that represented
environmental clients. PR firms had to find new ways to advocate for their
clients in a hostile political environment.

For example, the PR firm Ogilvy & Mather developed a PR campaign for
the environmental group the Sierra Club. The campaign was designed to
raise awareness of the environmental impacts of the Reagan
administration's policies, and it helped to mobilize public support for
environmental protection.

The Clinton Era

The Clinton era was a more favorable time for environmentalism. President
Clinton and his administration were supportive of environmental protection,
and they passed a number of environmental laws.

The Clinton administration also increased funding for environmental
programs, and it made it easier for environmental groups to participate in
the political process.

The Clinton era was a time of growth for PR firms that represented
environmental clients. PR firms were able to use their skills to help their



clients advocate for environmental protection, and they played a key role in
the passage of a number of environmental laws.

For example, the PR firm Fleishman-Hillard developed a PR campaign for
the environmental group the Natural Resources Defense Council. The
campaign was designed to promote the group's work on climate change,
and it helped to raise awareness of the issue.

The Bush Era

The Bush era was a difficult time for environmentalism. President Bush and
his administration were skeptical of environmental regulation, and they
rolled back a number of environmental protections.

The Bush administration also cut funding for environmental programs, and
it made it more difficult for environmental groups to participate in the
political process.

The Bush era was a challenging time for PR firms that represented
environmental clients. PR firms had to find new ways to advocate for their
clients in a hostile political environment.

For example, the PR firm Weber Shandwick developed a PR campaign for
the environmental group the Environmental Defense Fund. The campaign
was designed to raise awareness of the environmental impacts of the Bush
administration's policies, and it helped to mobilize public support for
environmental protection.

The Obama Era



The Obama era was a more favorable time for environmentalism. President
Obama and his administration were supportive of environmental protection,
and they passed a number of environmental laws.

The Obama administration also increased funding for environmental
programs, and it made it easier for environmental groups to participate in
the political process.

The Obama era was a time of growth for PR firms that represented
environmental clients. PR firms were able to use their skills to help their
clients advocate for environmental protection, and they played a key role in
the passage of a number of environmental laws.

For example, the PR firm Edelman developed a PR campaign for the
environmental group the Clean Air Task Force. The campaign was
designed to promote the group's work on air pollution, and it helped to raise
awareness of the issue.

The Trump Era

The Trump era has been a difficult time for environmentalism. President
Trump and his administration are skeptical of environmental regulation, and
they have rolled back a number of environmental protections.

The Trump administration has also cut funding for environmental programs,
and it has made it more difficult for environmental groups to participate in
the political process.

The Trump era has been a challenging time for PR firms that represent
environmental clients. PR firms have had to find new ways to advocate for



their clients in a hostile political environment.

For example, the PR firm Fenton Communications developed a PR
campaign for the environmental group the Center for Biological Diversity.
The campaign was designed to raise awareness of the environmental
impacts of the Trump administration's policies, and it helped to mobilize
public support for environmental protection.

The relationship between PR and environmentalism has been a complex
one throughout history. PR has played a significant role in shaping the
politics of environmentalism, and environmentalism has in turn influenced
PR practices.

In recent years, the Trump administration's hostility towards
environmentalism has posed a challenge for PR firms that represent
environmental clients. However, PR firms have continued to find ways to
advocate for their clients, and they have played a key role in mobilizing
public support for environmental protection.

As the environmental movement continues to grow, PR firms will continue
to play an important role in shaping the politics of environmentalism. PR
firms can use their skills to help their clients advocate for environmental
protection, and they can help to raise awareness of environmental issues.
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