
Serving Boys Through Readers Advisory à la
Readers Advisory
Readers' advisory services are an essential part of librarianship. They help
librarians connect readers with books that they will enjoy, and they can be a
powerful tool for promoting literacy and reading engagement. However,
traditional readers' advisory approaches often do not resonate with boys.
Boys are often reluctant readers, and they may not be interested in the
same types of books that girls are. As a result, librarians need to tailor their
readers' advisory services to meet the needs of boys.
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Understanding the Needs of Boy Readers

In order to provide effective readers' advisory to boys, it is important to
understand their needs. Boys are often drawn to books that are action-
packed, adventurous, and humorous. They also tend to prefer books with
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male protagonists. Additionally, boys may be more interested in graphic
novels and nonfiction books than in traditional fiction books.

It is also important to consider the different reading levels of boys. Some
boys may be struggling readers, while others may be advanced readers.
Librarians need to be able to provide readers' advisory services that are
appropriate for all levels of readers.

Providing Effective Readers' Advisory to Boys

There are a number of strategies that librarians can use to provide effective
readers' advisory to boys. These strategies include:

Using booktalks to introduce boys to new books. Booktalks are a
great way to get boys excited about reading. When giving a booktalk,
be sure to focus on the elements of the book that are likely to appeal to
boys, such as the action, adventure, or humor.

Creating book displays that are tailored to the interests of boys.
Book displays can be a great way to attract boys to the library and to
introduce them to new books. When creating book displays, be sure to
include books that are popular with boys, as well as books that are
new and exciting.

Offering reading programs and activities that are designed for
boys. Reading programs and activities can be a great way to get boys
interested in reading and to help them develop their reading skills.
Some examples of reading programs and activities that are popular
with boys include book clubs, author visits, and gaming tournaments.

Partnering with other organizations that serve boys. Partnering
with other organizations that serve boys can be a great way to reach



more boys and to provide them with access to books and reading
resources. Some examples of organizations that librarians can partner
with include schools, after-school programs, and community centers.

Readers' advisory services can be a powerful tool for promoting literacy
and reading engagement among boys. By understanding the needs of boy
readers and using effective readers' advisory strategies, librarians can help
boys find books that they will enjoy and that will help them become lifelong
readers.

Additional Resources

ALA's Top Ten Books for Teen Readers

Boys Read

10 Tips for Encouraging Boys to Read
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Don't Stop Thinking About the Music: Exploring
the Power and Impact of Music in Our Lives
Music is an intrinsic part of our human experience, a universal language
that transcends cultural boundaries and connects us all. It has the
power...

Snowman Story Problems Math With Santa And
Friends
It's a cold winter day, and the snowmen are having a snowball fight! But
they need your help to solve these math problems to win. **Problem 1:**
Santa has 10...
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