
The Art of Argumentation: An Analysis of
Jeanne Kalogridis's Persuasive Speech on the
Importance of Gun Control
In the wake of the tragic school shooting in Parkland, Florida, the debate
over gun control has once again taken center stage in American politics.
Amidst the cacophony of voices, one speech has emerged as a powerful
and persuasive call for action: Jeanne Kalogridis's address to the Florida
Senate.

In this essay, we will analyze the persuasive techniques employed by
Kalogridis in her speech, focusing on her use of ethos, logos, and pathos.
We will also examine her overall structure and delivery, and assess her
effectiveness in achieving her goal of persuading her audience to support
stricter gun control measures.
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Ethos, or credibility, is an essential element of any persuasive speech.
Kalogridis establishes her credibility in several ways:

Personal experience: Kalogridis begins her speech by sharing her
personal experience as a mother of two children who attend school in
Florida. This immediately connects her with her audience and
establishes her as someone who has a vested interest in the issue of
gun control.

Expertise: Kalogridis is a former prosecutor and has worked
extensively with law enforcement. This experience gives her a deep
understanding of the issue of gun violence and the need for effective
gun control measures.

Citations: Kalogridis supports her arguments with statistics and
research from reputable sources. This demonstrates that she has done
her homework and that her claims are based on evidence.

Logos: Appealing to Logic

Logos, or logic, is another important element of persuasive speech.
Kalogridis uses several logical arguments to support her case for stricter
gun control:

Statistics: Kalogridis cites statistics showing that the United States
has a much higher rate of gun violence than other developed
countries. She also points out that the number of mass shootings in
the United States has been increasing in recent years.

Comparison: Kalogridis compares the United States to other
developed countries with stricter gun control laws. She shows that
these countries have much lower rates of gun violence, which



suggests that stricter gun control laws can be effective in reducing gun
deaths.

Cause and effect: Kalogridis argues that there is a clear causal
relationship between lax gun control laws and gun violence. She points
to the fact that states with the weakest gun control laws have the
highest rates of gun violence.

Pathos: Appealing to Emotion

Pathos, or emotion, is a powerful tool of persuasion. Kalogridis uses
several emotional appeals to connect with her audience and persuade
them to support her cause:

Personal stories: Kalogridis tells the stories of victims of gun
violence, including children who were killed in school shootings. These
stories are heart-wrenching and help to humanize the issue of gun
violence.

Imagery: Kalogridis uses vivid imagery to paint a picture of the
devastation caused by gun violence. She describes the chaos and
horror of mass shootings and the grief of families who have lost loved
ones to gun violence.

Rhetorical questions: Kalogridis asks her audience a series of
rhetorical questions designed to elicit an emotional response. For
example, she asks, "How many more children have to die before we
take action?"

Structure and Delivery



In addition to her use of ethos, logos, and pathos, Kalogridis's speech is
also well-structured and delivered with passion and conviction. She begins
with a strong that grabs the audience's attention and sets the stage for her
argument. She then uses a clear and logical structure to present her
evidence and support her claims. She concludes with a powerful call to
action, urging her audience to support stricter gun control measures.

Kalogridis's delivery is also effective. She speaks with passion and
conviction, and her voice is clear and easy to understand. She uses
gestures and body language to emphasize her points and connect with her
audience. Overall, Kalogridis's speech is a well-crafted and persuasive
argument for stricter gun control measures.

Effectiveness

Kalogridis's speech was highly effective in achieving its goal of persuading
her audience to support stricter gun control measures. Her use of ethos,
logos, and pathos, combined with her strong structure and delivery, made
her speech both persuasive and moving. As a result, her speech has been
widely praised by gun control advocates and has helped to shift the
national conversation on gun violence.

Jeanne Kalogridis's speech on gun control is a powerful and persuasive
example of the art of argumentation. Her use of ethos, logos, and pathos,
combined with her strong structure and delivery, makes her speech a highly
effective call to action. As the debate over gun control continues,
Kalogridis's speech will undoubtedly continue to be an influential voice in
the fight for safer communities.
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