
The Thanksgiving Play: What Would Crazy
Horse Do?
The Thanksgiving Play is a modern classic of Indigenous theater that
explores the complex and often fraught history of Thanksgiving through the
eyes of Native American characters. The play follows a group of Native
American actors who are hired to perform a play about Thanksgiving for a
white audience. As they work on the play, they begin to question the
traditional narrative of Thanksgiving and explore their own experiences of
colonization and oppression.

The Thanksgiving Play is a powerful and thought-provoking play that
challenges audiences to think critically about the history ofThanksgiving
and its legacy for Native Americans. The play was written by Larissa
FastHorse, a member of the Sicangu Lakota Nation, and was first produced
in 2018. The play has since been performed across the United States and
has won numerous awards, including the Obie Award for Best New
American Play.

The Thanksgiving Play opens with a group of Native American actors
auditioning for roles in a Thanksgiving play. The actors are all struggling to
find a way to authentically portray Native American characters in a play that
is written by and for white people. The actors eventually decide to create
their own play about Thanksgiving, one that tells the story from a Native
American perspective.
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The Thanksgiving Play tells the story of the first Thanksgiving from the
perspective of the Wampanoag people. The play shows how the
Wampanoag welcomed the Pilgrims to their land and helped them to
survive. However, the play also shows how the Pilgrims eventually
betrayed the Wampanoag and took their land.

The Thanksgiving Play is a powerful reminder of the real history of
Thanksgiving and the ongoing legacy of colonization for Native Americans.
The play is a must-see for anyone who wants to understand the true
meaning of Thanksgiving.

The Thanksgiving Play features a cast of seven characters:

Jaxton Two-Rivers: A young Native American actor who is struggling
to find his place in the world.

Logan Locklear: A Native American actor who is more experienced
than Jaxton and is trying to help him find his way.
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Alicia Standing Elk: A Native American actress who is passionate
about telling the story of her people.

Dennis Deertail: A Native American actor who is skeptical of the
Thanksgiving play and its message.

Cora Two-Rivers: Jaxton's mother, who is a traditional Lakota woman.

Mr. Whitefeather: A white director who is trying to stage the
Thanksgiving play.

Mrs. Whitefeather: Mr. Whitefeather's wife, who is also a white
director.

The Thanksgiving Play explores a number of themes, including:

The history of Thanksgiving: The play tells the story of the first
Thanksgiving from the perspective of the Wampanoag people. The
play shows how the Wampanoag welcomed the Pilgrims to their land
and helped them to survive. However, the play also shows how the
Pilgrims eventually betrayed the Wampanoag and took their land.

The legacy of colonization: The Thanksgiving Play explores the
ongoing legacy of colonization for Native Americans. The play shows
how colonization has led to the loss of land, language, and culture for
Native Americans. The play also shows how colonization has led to
racism and discrimination against Native Americans.

The importance of storytelling: The Thanksgiving Play shows the
power of storytelling to challenge the dominant narrative and to give
voice to the voiceless. The play shows how storytelling can be used to
heal wounds and to build bridges between people.



The Thanksgiving Play has received critical acclaim from both Native
American and non-Native American critics. The play has been praised for
its authenticity, its humor, and its powerful message.

The New York Times: "The Thanksgiving Play is a powerful and
thought-provoking play that challenges audiences to think critically
about the history of Thanksgiving and its legacy for Native Americans."

The Washington Post: "The Thanksgiving Play is a must-see for
anyone who wants to understand the true meaning of Thanksgiving."

Variety: "The Thanksgiving Play is a hilarious and heartbreaking play
that will stay with you long after you leave the theater."

The Thanksgiving Play has won numerous awards, including:

Obie Award for Best New American Play

Drama Desk Award for Outstanding Play

Outer Critics Circle Award for Outstanding New Off-Broadway
Play

Lucille Lortel Award for Outstanding Play

The Thanksgiving Play is a modern classic of Indigenous theater that
continues to be performed across the United States. The play has had a
profound impact on Native American audiences and has helped to raise
awareness of the real history of Thanksgiving and the ongoing legacy of
colonization for Native Americans.



The Thanksgiving Play is a must-see for anyone who wants to understand
the true meaning of Thanksgiving. The play is a powerful and thought-
provoking reminder of the history of colonization and its ongoing legacy for
Native Americans.
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Don't Stop Thinking About the Music: Exploring
the Power and Impact of Music in Our Lives
Music is an intrinsic part of our human experience, a universal language
that transcends cultural boundaries and connects us all. It has the
power...
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Snowman Story Problems Math With Santa And
Friends
It's a cold winter day, and the snowmen are having a snowball fight! But
they need your help to solve these math problems to win. **Problem 1:**
Santa has 10...
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