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Lending : Enabled

Mark Restaino's sweeping and evocative novel, This Town, is a journey
through time, place, and the American Dream. Set in the fictional town of
Harmony, Massachusetts, the novel traces the rise and fall of a once-
prosperous community as it grapples with the forces of industry,
immigration, and social change. Through the experiences of three families
over three generations—the Nolans, the Mahoneys, and the Feins—
Restaino paints a vivid and intimate portrait of the American experience, its
triumphs and its tragedies.

The Nolans are Irish immigrants who arrive in Harmony in the late 19th
century. They work hard and eventually build a successful farm. The
Mahoneys are also Irish immigrants, but they arrive a generation later and
find themselves working in the town's factories. The Feins are Jewish
immigrants who arrive in the early 20th century and open a small grocery
store. Restaino introduces you to other pivotal characters, like Jack Nolan
and Rose Mahoney. Jack is the eldest son of the Nolans, and despite his
family's prosperity and expectations, he walks away from the farm and
enters the dangerous world of coal mining. Rose is the eldest daughter of
the Mahoneys, and she carves out a path of her own as a labor organizer
fighting for fair treatment of workers.

As the novel progresses, the lives of these families become intertwined.
They experience the joys and sorrows of family life, the challenges of
making a living, and the heartbreak of loss. They also witness the
transformation of their town as it becomes increasingly industrialized and
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ethnically diverse. Restaino's writing is rich in detail and evocative of time
and place. He brings the town of Harmony to life, with its bustling streets,
its smoky factories, and its close-knit community. He also captures the
changing social and economic landscape of the United States in the early
20th century.

This Town is a powerful and moving novel that explores the American
Dream through the lives of three families. It is a story of hard work,
sacrifice, and resilience. It is also a story of the challenges and rewards of
living in a changing world. Restaino's novel is a must-read for anyone
interested in American history, immigration, or the human condition.

Characters

Jack Nolan: The eldest son of the Nolans, Jack is a complex and
driven character. He is intelligent and ambitious, but he is also restless
and reckless. He leaves the farm to work in the coal mines, where he
experiences the dangers and hardships of working-class life.

Rose Mahoney: The eldest daughter of the Mahoneys, Rose is a
strong and independent woman. She is passionate about social
justice, and she becomes a labor organizer fighting for the rights of
workers. She is also a devoted mother and wife.

Michael Fein: The eldest son of the Feins, Michael is a quiet and
thoughtful young man. He is intelligent and has a thirst for knowledge.
He attends college and becomes a successful businessman. He is
also a loving husband and father.

Themes



The American Dream: This Town explores the American Dream
through the lives of three families. The Nolans, the Mahoneys, and the
Feins all come to America in search of a better life. They work hard
and achieve success, but they also face challenges and setbacks.
Restaino's novel shows that the American Dream is not always easy to
achieve, but it is always worth striving for.

Immigration: This Town is also a story about immigration. The Nolans,
the Mahoneys, and the Feins are all immigrants. They come to
America with different hopes and dreams, but they all share the
experience of being outsiders. Restaino's novel shows the challenges
and rewards of immigration. It also shows the important role that
immigrants have played in shaping American history.

Social Change: This Town is set during a time of great social change.
The United States is becoming increasingly industrialized and
ethnically diverse. Restaino's novel shows how these changes affect
the lives of the Nolans, the Mahoneys, and the Feins. It also shows
how these changes shape the town of Harmony.

Critical Reception

This Town has received critical acclaim. It was a finalist for the Pulitzer
Prize and the National Book Award. It was also named one of the best
books of the year by The New York Times, The Washington Post, and Time
magazine.

Critics have praised Restaino's writing for its beauty, its power, and its
authenticity. They have also praised his ability to create characters that are
both relatable and unforgettable. This Town is a must-read for anyone
interested in American history, immigration, or the human condition.
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